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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS . 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GFiANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from Issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to papers filed 4/1/2005 . 

2. H The allowed claim(s) is/are ^2. 23-27, 32-36. 40-42, 55-58 (renumbered 1-2, 6-17, 19, 3-4, 18. 5J . 

3. d The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
RCE Acknowledgment 

1 . The request filed on 4/1/2005 for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 
C.F.R, § 1.114, based on parent Application No. 09/973,089 is acceptable and a RCE has been 
established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appHcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jeffi-ey L. Ihnen on 5/5/2005. 

4. IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 3, 22, 28, 30-31, 37, 39 and 43 have been canceled. 

--Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for regenerating genetically modified plants of 
pine of the genus Pinus subgenus Pinus selected from the group consisting of Southern yellow 
pines and hybrids, [thereof] between Southern yellow pines , which comprises selecting transgenic 
embryogenic pine cells using a selection medium comprising a selection agent and an agent that 
regulates differentiation of embryos from embryogenic cells, said differentiation agent is abscisic 
acid (ABA), and regenerating genetically modified plants from said selected transgenic 
embryogenic pine cells. 
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Claim 2 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein said Southern yellow 
pines are selected from the group consisting of Pinus taeda, Pinus elliotii, and Pinus caribaea 
[and related pines].— 

—Claim 23 (currently amended): The method of claim [22] i, wherein said selection 
[agent] medium is [contained in] a gel medium. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The method of claim [22] 1, wherein said selection 
[agent] medium is [contained in] a layer and said cells are cultured on a support membrane 
placed over said layer which is placed on a gel medium. - 

-Claim 32 (currently amended): The method of claim [31] 55, wherein said selection 
[agent] medium is [contained in] a gel medium. 

Claim 33 (currently amended): The method of claim [31]55, wherein said selection 
[agent] medium is [contained in] a layer and said cells are cultured on a support membrane 
placed over said layer which is placed on a gel medium.— 

-Claim 40 (currently amended): The method of claim [22] 55, wherein said 
transformation is transformation by Agrobacterium.— 

"Claim 42 (currently amended): The method of claim [31] 55, wherein said 
transformation is transformation by [Agrobacterium] particle bonibardment .— 



—Claim 55 (new): The method of claim 1, wherein the transgenic embryogenic pine cells 
are prepared by transforming pine cells of said pine using a transformation medium comprising 
ABA. 
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Claim 56 (new): The method of claim 55 which further comprises culturing the 
transgenic embryogenic pine cells using a recovery medium comprising ABA prior to selection. 

Claim 57 (new): The method of claim 41, wherein the eradication is performed using on 
medium comprising ABA. 

Claim 58 (new): The method of claim 55, wherein said Southern yellow pines are 
selected from the group consisting of Pinus taeda^ Pinus elliotii, and Pinus caribaea.— 

5. Support for claim 42, "particle bombardment" can be found on page 21, paragraph 62. 
Support for new claim 55, "transformation medium comprising ABA" can be found on 

the sentence bridging pages 7-8. 

Support for new claim 56, "recovery medium comprising ABA" can be found on the 
sentence bridging pages 7-8. 

Support for new claim 57, "eradication is performed on medium comprising ABA" can 
be found on page 30, paragraph 90. 

Support for new claim 58, can be found on the sentence bridging pages 7-8 and original 
claim 1 and 2. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stuart F. Baum whose telephone number is 571-272-0792. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amy Nelson can be reached on 571-272-0804. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-1600. 



Stuart F. Baum Ph.D. ^^-^^I^ '-^^ 

Patent Examiner EUZftffiTH fiSCBmi 

Art Unit 1638 PRIMARY EXAMUffiR 
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